
Name of Newspaper : The Hindu Business Line  
Date of Publication  : 13-04-2020 

Source        :     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CCMB to validate Covid-19 testing reagents and kits 
 
Updated on April 13, 2020   Published on April 13, 2020 
 
 

 
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad has been identified by the 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to be one of the five validation centres for 
Covid-19 testing in India. 
 
CSIR-CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab to be a part of these Centres of Excellence that 
will validate the non-US FDA, and non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for Covid-19 testing. 
 
This move comes as a welcome step as the number of Covid-19 testing in India needs 
to be ramped up. Lack of kits developed and imported from other countries necessitates 
India to build its own testing kits. While multiple start-ups and life science companies 
across the country have been already identified for their ability to develop such kits, they 
would need to be quickly validated. 
 
These Centres of Excellence will be crucial in their validation, and approval for use for 
the testing centres in the country. 
 
“Since Mar 31, 2020 CCMB has been a testing centre for Covid-19, and has been 
working with hospitals across 33 districts of Telangana. It has also trained medical 
doctors and staff from government hospitals in the state. This new responsibility of kit 
validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and life science industry sector 
to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against Covid-19”, Rakesh Mishra, 
Director, CCMB, said in a statement. 
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Hyderabad: The CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad was 
identified by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to be one of the five validation 
centres for COVID-19 testing in India. CSIR-CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab to be a 
part of these Centres of Excellence that will validate the non-US FDA and non-EUA/CE-
IVD approved kits for Coronavirus testing. 
 
This step comes as a welcome step as the number of COVID-19 testing in India needs 
to be ramped up hugely. Lack of kits developed and imported from other countries 
necessitates India to develop its own testing kits. While multiple start-ups and life 
science companies across the country have been already identified for their ability to 
develop such kits, they would need to be quickly validated. These Centres of Excellence 
will be crucial in their validation, and approval for use for the testing centres in the 
country. 
 
“Since Mar 31, 2020 CCMB itself has been a testing centre for COVID-19 and has been 
working with hospitals across 33 districts of Telangana. It has also trained medical 
doctors and staff from government hospitals in the state. This new responsibility of kit 
validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and life science industry sector 
to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against COVID-19”, says Dr Rakesh 
Mishra, Director, CCMB. 
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CCMB to validate coronavirus testing kits 
 
“This new responsibility of kit validation will now enable us to support the 
healthcare and life science industry sector to bring all stakeholders together in 
this fight against Covid-19,” he said.  
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HYDERABAD: Hyderabad-based Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) 
has been selected by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) as one of the five 
Centres for Excellence in the country for validation of COVID-19 testing kits.  
 
According to a notification issued by ICMR on Sunday, the CCMB has been selected as 
a validation centre for non-US FDA and non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for COVID-19 
testing through qRT-PCR diagnostics.  
 
Speaking to Express, CCMB Director Dr Rakesh Mishra said that the CCMB has 
already received kits from a few companies for getting their testing kits validated, 
including a kit developed in-house by researchers from the institute.  
 
“This new responsibility of kit validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and 
life science industry sector to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against COVID-
19,” he said. The CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab in the country to have been 
designated as a validation centre. It has already started conducting tests for COVID-19 
on samples sent from all districts in Telangana. The other four centres are NIV and 
NARI in Pune, NIP in New Delhi and NICED in Kolkata. 
 
New responsibility 
ICMR selected it, along with four others, as a validation centre for non-US FDA and 
non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for novel Coronavirus testing through qRT-PCR 
diagnostics. 
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CSIR’s CCMB trying new drugs, possible new 
therapies for Coronavirus 
 
 
The Hyderabad based CSIR Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) is 
trying new drugs and possible new therapies by Cell Culture System for 
Coronavirus. Director of the premier laboratory, Dr Rakesh K Mishra informed AIR 
News that the Cell Culture System which is in advance stage at the laboratory, 
gives the researchers In Vitro Assay System for testing new drugs and possible 
therapy for Coronavirus. 
  
Dr Rakesh further informed that the Cell Culture System also will enable the 
researchers to save a few lives by adopting serological based treatment, by using 
antibodies of the recovered patients. He added that the method has its own 
limitations. 
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