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CCMB to validate Covid-19 testing reagents and Kkits

Updated on April 13, 2020 Published on April 13, 2020

CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad has been identified by the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to be one of the five validation centres for
Covid-19 testing in India.

CSIR-CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab to be a part of these Centres of Excellence that
will validate the non-US FDA, and non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for Covid-19 testing.

This move comes as a welcome step as the number of Covid-19 testing in India needs
to be ramped up. Lack of kits developed and imported from other countries necessitates
India to build its own testing kits. While multiple start-ups and life science companies
across the country have been already identified for their ability to develop such kits, they
would need to be quickly validated.

These Centres of Excellence will be crucial in their validation, and approval for use for
the testing centres in the country.

“Since Mar 31, 2020 CCMB has been a testing centre for Covid-19, and has been
working with hospitals across 33 districts of Telangana. It has also trained medical
doctors and staff from government hospitals in the state. This new responsibility of kit
validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and life science industry sector
to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against Covid-19”, Rakesh Mishra,
Director, CCMB, said in a statement.
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CCMB to validate COVID-19 testing reagents and kits
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Hyderabad: The CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad was
identified by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to be one of the five validation
centres for COVID-19 testing in India. CSIR-CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab to be a
part of these Centres of Excellence that will validate the non-US FDA and non-EUA/CE-
IVD approved kits for Coronavirus testing.

This step comes as a welcome step as the number of COVID-19 testing in India needs
to be ramped up hugely. Lack of kits developed and imported from other countries
necessitates India to develop its own testing kits. While multiple start-ups and life
science companies across the country have been already identified for their ability to
develop such kits, they would need to be quickly validated. These Centres of Excellence
will be crucial in their validation, and approval for use for the testing centres in the
country.

“Since Mar 31, 2020 CCMB itself has been a testing centre for COVID-19 and has been
working with hospitals across 33 districts of Telangana. It has also trained medical
doctors and staff from government hospitals in the state. This new responsibility of kit
validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and life science industry sector
to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against COVID-19”, says Dr Rakesh
Mishra, Director, CCMB.
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CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology,
Hyderabad, has been iden-
tified by ICMR as one of the
five validation centres for
COVID-19 testing. CSIR-
CCMB is the only non-
ICMR lab to be a part of
these Centres of Excel-
lence that will validate
non-US FDA and non-EUA/
CE-IVD approved kits for
testing.

“Since March 31, CCMB
has been a testing centre
for COVID-19, and has been
working with hospitals
across Telangana. This new
responsibility of kit valida-
tion will now enable us to
support the healthcare and
life science industry sector
to bring all stakeholders to-
gether in this fight against
COVID-19," said CCMB Di-
rector Rakesh Mishra.
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CCMB to validate coronavirus testing kits

“This new responsibility of kit validation will now enable us to support the
healthcare and life science industry sector to bring all stakeholders together in
this fight against Covid-19,” he said.

Published: 14th April 2020 03:30 AM | Last Updated: 14th April 2020 10:53 AM

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad-based Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB)
has been selected by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) as one of the five
Centres for Excellence in the country for validation of COVID-19 testing kits.

According to a notification issued by ICMR on Sunday, the CCMB has been selected as
a validation centre for non-US FDA and non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for COVID-19
testing through gRT-PCR diagnostics.

Speaking to Express, CCMB Director Dr Rakesh Mishra said that the CCMB has
already received kits from a few companies for getting their testing kits validated,
including a kit developed in-house by researchers from the institute.

“This new responsibility of kit validation will now enable us to support the healthcare and
life science industry sector to bring all stakeholders together in this fight against COVID-
19,” he said. The CCMB is the only non-ICMR lab in the country to have been
designated as a validation centre. It has already started conducting tests for COVID-19
on samples sent from all districts in Telangana. The other four centres are NIV and
NARI in Pune, NIP in New Delhi and NICED in Kolkata.

New responsibility

ICMR selected it, along with four others, as a validation centre for non-US FDA and
non-EUA/CE-IVD approved kits for novel Coronavirus testing through gRT-PCR
diagnostics.
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they have to be finally re-
confirmed at one of the Hy-
lerabad-based laboratories.
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TS puts best foot forware

With a dozen govt hospitals and 23 private hospitals roped in to treat Covid-19 patients.

bl
HYDERABAD

Is Telangana prepared and
well-equi}ap«r in terms of
medical facilities to meet
challenges that coronavirus
may throw? Well, the State
vernment has put its best
oot forward in not only
ramping up existing facili-
ties but is also building up
inventories for the worst
case scenario.

There are a dozen govern-
ment hospitals with isola-
tion wards, three of them in
Hyderabad, and another 23
Erivzlt hospitals that have

een roped in to treat

Covid-19 patients across the
State.

A total of 15,000 beds in-
cluding about 1500 in inten-
sive care units have been ex-
clusively marked for corona
cases. Recently, in a remark-
able exercise, the State gov-
ernment converted the
Gachibowli Stadium into a
massive h e facili
with 1500 beds.

Besides, there are 127
quarantine centres across
the State to house persons
with symptoms of coron-
avirus. Most of these quar-  personal protective equip-
antine centres are in emp- ment (PPEs) for doctors,
tied social welfare  nurses and
residential schools and hos-  sides the patients

tels, colleges and some gov-
ernment buildings. Cl har Rao has, on
When it comes to testing  several occasions, said that
centres, the State has 16 in-  given the present rate of
cluding five government positive cases, the State was
laboratories, one ICMR-ap-  prepared to meet any even-
proved lab in CCMB and 10 tuality, besides: for

private diagnostic centres,
and all these are located in
Hyderabad. Some district
government hospitals have
their own testing labs but
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CSIR’s CCMB trying new drugs, possible new
therapies for Coronavirus

The Hyderabad based CSIR Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) is
trying new drugs and possible new therapies by Cell Culture System for
Coronavirus. Director of the premier laboratory, Dr Rakesh K Mishra informed AIR
News that the Cell Culture System which is in advance stage at the laboratory,
gives the researchers In Vitro Assay System for testing new drugs and possible
therapy for Coronavirus.

Dr Rakesh further informed that the Cell Culture System also will enable the
researchers to save a few lives by adopting serological based treatment, by using
antibodies of the recovered patients. He added that the method has its own
limitations.
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