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The Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB}
launched the novel coren-
avirus testing facilities from
its laboratory on Monday.
The samples that are being
collected from suspected
Covid-19 patients at Gandhi
Hospital have been trans-
ported to CCMB for diagno-
sis and conformation,

The CCMB laboratories
have capacity to conduct
clinical diagnostic tests of
anywhere between 800 and
1000 samples at one go.
Moreover, the trained ge-
netic researchers at CCMRB
also have the ability to give
the results of such large
group of diaghostic tests
within 7 to 8 hours.

“Yes, we have already
started receiving samples
from Gandhi Hospital, Our
team of researchers and lab-
oratory technicians are
ready to start the tests. We
should be able to start re-
leasing the results at the ear-
liest,” CCMB director Dr,
RK Mishra said. The entire
process of conducting the
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CCMB starts coronavirus testing

The Empowered Committee for Covid-19 Response had allowed state-of-the-art laboratories of CSIR
to start culture of novel strain of coronavirus and serve as additional testing and validation sites.

coronavirus tests including
the diagnostic kits are being
offered free of cost by the
top research institute,
“There is no money in-
volved because this is a Cen-
tre and State Government
initiative, All the tests will
be conducted free of cost,”
Dr. RK Mishra said.

Earlier, for quick and ac-
curate diagnosis of Covid-
19, the Empowered Commit-
tee for Covid-19 Response
had allowed state-of-the-art
laboratories of Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) to start cul-
ture of the novel strain of

coronavirus and serve as ad-
ditional testing and valida-
tion sites for research,

Following a request from
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, the re-
searchers at CCMB had
come forward to offer diag-
nostic facilities for coron-
avirus.

Two weeks crucial

The CCMB director made it
clear that the next two
weeks would be crucial for
the country. “I urge people
not to take the lockdown
lightly. It has been ordered
for a reason and it is every-

one’s responsibility to fol-
low social distancing. The
next two weeks are crucial,”
Dr, Mishra said., At the same
time, Dr, Mishra said there
was no scientific basis for
claims that the Indian coro-
navirus was less virulent.
“Agsertions that Indian
strain of novel coronavirus
is less virulent are scientifi-
cally not valid and such
claims are more of individ-
ual’s imagination than any-
thing else, There is no scien-
tific basis for such claims,
More data has to come inbe-
fore comparing the strains
of coronavirus,” he said.
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CCMB gets testing kits;
to test 60 samples today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

THE Center for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB)
would start conducting tests
for Covid-19 on samples sent
by the Telangana govern-
ment from Tuesday The cen-
tral research institution re-
ceived around 1,000 test kits
along with reagents on
Monday night. The
CCMB also received
around 60 samples on
Monday, said CCMB
Director, Dr RK
Mishra. The Ministry
of Civil Aviation, in a me-
dia release, had said that a
consignment of medical sup-
plies, including kits, were de-
livered to various parts of the
country, including Hy-
derabad, by Air India and Al-
liance Airflights.

The Hyderabad-based cen-
tral research facility would
also help in increasing the
number of genome sequence

Tue, 31 March

data of the SARS-CoV-2(novel
coronavirus) submitted by In-
dia to the GISAID. Dr Mishra
told Express that the CCMB is
looking to sequence around 10
samples and submit them to
GISAID. Only two samples
have been submitted by India
till now.
Dr Mishra added that the
CCMB has already started
growing the SARS-CoV-2
virus in the lab so that
an assay system can
be developed. This
would help in develop-
ing new drugs. The re-
search facility is also
looking at developing new
and cheaper ways of testing
the samples so that testing
can be done quickly and for a
large number of people. The
CCMEB has also trained
around 25 medical personnel
to work in the five medical
colleges in Hyderabad and
one in Warangal that have
been accorded permission to
test the samples.
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/ ‘Premature to say Indian
strain of virus less virulent’

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Centre for Cel-

: lular and Molecular Biology
: (CCMB) sclentists have said
¢ 1t 15 “sclentifically unsound
: and premature” t0 speculate
: that novel cooronavirus
: (SARS-CoV-2) Indla strain 18
: less virulent than the ones
i creating havoc in China, ltaly
: andother countries.

CCMB began sequencing

. the genome of the virus ex-

TRAILING THE VIRUS

» Process to sequence
genome of SARS-CoV-2 had
started back in January

» Sample of a 20-year-old
person from Kerala was
collected on Jamnuary 27

» Indian Council of Medical
Research-National Institute of
Virology (NIV) had sequenced
the genome of vins

» Sample of another Zyear-
old Kerala was collected on

January 31 for sequencing

sequencing
to understand
the biology of the
virus and the

rate of mutation

Dr Rakesh Mishra | coue pescoe

hiHospital. While wedodiag-

- nostic tests for confirmation

of corona positive patients,
we will be saquencing the ge-
nomeof the virus. Sofar only
two samples from Kerala we-
re sequenced nationally The

- virus is variable, and there is

anead for more sequencing to

- undersiand the blology of the

virus and the rate of muta-
tion,” the CCMB chief said.
“We shounld have at least

50 to 100 genome sequences to

- Understand the virus better-

."he added. Reacting to com-
ments of a few doctors that
the Indian strain was less vi-

rulent, hesaid: “Tt ispremaitu-
e and scientifically unsound
to comment on the virulenoe
of the strain based on scanty
data. There is oo much of spe-
culation.”

Pavitra Rovchoudhury,
acting instructor at the Uni-
versity of Washington. twee-
ted on Sunday, “There areon-
Iy two full SARS-CoV-2 ge-
nomes from India, both from
Kerala. Unless there are addi-
tional data that hasn't been
published. | am not sure how
one can say anything about
thestrains circulating locally
(sic).”
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Covid tests now at CCMB

It is equipped to analyse around
thousands of samples per day

HANS NEWS SERVICE Mishrastated that they have de-
signed procedures to conduct
Hyderabad: The city-based testswith lowercosts compared
CCMB (Centre for Cellular and  to those conducted by others
Molecular Biology) commenced  outside the city. He said the re-
tests on samples of Covid-19 on  searchers at CCMB are also
Monday. Samples that aretaken  analysing the disease trends
from suspected cases in Gandhi  comparing situation in India and
are being sent to this institution  Italy.
of national repute. Mishra appealed to people not
It maybe mentioned herethat to believe the rumours that
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar  Covid-19 virus impact would de-
Rao has requested the Prime  crease astemperatures increase.
Minister to grant Telangana ac-  “We cannot say that virus impact

cess to Covid-19 tests at the
CCMB, as it is equipped to
analyse around thousands of
samples per day.

CCMB Director Rakesh

is on the decline but the next two
to three weeks are verycrucial”
he said, urging the public to
strictly follow government's
lockdown instructions,
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